
Honors 9th Grade Summer Reading 2020 

Article One--Read the informational text called “Letter from Mary Mallon on Being Typhoid 

Mary,” found at the following link, then answer the questions and prompt below: 

https://www.commonlit.org/en/texts/letter-from-mary-mallon-on-being-typhoid-mary 

 

Were the authorities who quarantined Mary Mallon justified at the time for their 
actions? Do you think Mary was at fault? Explain your answer. Your response should 
be 3-4 complete sentences 

 

 

Write a journal entry from Mary’s perspective that provides a look into her experiences 
during her forced quarantine. Use your own experiences with quarantine to help you 
write the journal entry. Your response must be AT LEAST two paragraphs w/ 6-8 
sentences each 

 

 

 

Article Two--Read the short story “The Masque of the Red Death,” found at the following link, 

then answer the questions below: 

https://www.commonlit.org/en/texts/the-masque-of-the-red-death  

 

What is the theme of the story? 

 

How does the description of the clock contribute to the development of the story’s 
theme(s)? Cite evidence in your answer. 

 

What is the significance of time in this story?  

 

At what moments does the narrator mention time, and how do these instances 
contribute to the story’s overall effect? 

 

 
Continued... 

https://www.commonlit.org/en/texts/letter-from-mary-mallon-on-being-typhoid-mary
https://www.commonlit.org/en/texts/the-masque-of-the-red-death


 

How does the above image represent the events of the story? Consider the people, 
objects, and colors used in the image. Your answer must be AT LEAST 3-4 complete, 
grammatically correct sentences and must include evidence from the story. 

 

 

 

Extra Credit Opportunity: 

What the Flu Does to Your Body and Why it Makes You Feel So Awful 
 https://www.commonlit.org/en/texts/what-the-flu-does-to-your-body-and-why-it-

makes-you-feel-so-awful  

 
After reading the article on the flu, research symptoms and effects of COVID-19. Then, create a 
Google Slides/Prezi presentation about how COVID-19 is similar and different to the flu, as well 
as the different ways that each affects you. 
 
You must include: 

 One slide describing the symptoms and effects of the flu 
 One slide describing the symptoms and effects of COVID-19 
 One slide describing the similarities between the two illnesses 
 One slide explaining the differences between the two illnesses 
 One slide comparing how each illness has affected your life 
 At least 3 images for throughout your slides/presentation 

Each slide should have AT LEAST 5 bullet points. Once you are done, copy and paste the 
share link in the box below: 
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